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1. St. Antipas 


The holy Hieromartyr Antipas (from Antipater) is honoured on April 11th and is one of the most 
known and loved Saints of Orthodox Hellenism. Of Greek descent, he lived during the Ist 
century in Pergamus, Asia Minor—an important Hellenic centre—and was ordained bishop of the 
Christians in that city around 70 AD, in all probability by the Apostle and Evangelist, John. He 
was the second bishop of the city but perhaps the first Christian martyr of Asia Minor. 


Pergamus was a famous and influential religious centre where idol worship flourished, which is 
why Christianity faced significant resistance and polemics. The city was forced to worship 
Emperor Octavian Augustus as God and the Goddess Rome. In the Asklepieion of the city, 
Asclepius was worshipped with the serpent symbol, while in the Acropolis of Pergamon, there 
was a colossal statue of Zeus. This is why in the book of Revelation, Pergamon is characterized 
as the “place where Satan's throne is” and “where Satan resides” (Apoc. 2:13). However, Bishop 
Antipas is described as a “faithful witness” of Christ (Apoc. 1:5). 


Antipas was a physician and healer of dental disease, but healed miraculously, as a carrier of 
uncreated divine grace. To this, he owes the nickname “the Wonderworker.” His pastoral activity 
and his reaction against idolatry provoked the hatred of Gentiles, as well as heretical Christians, 
such as the Nicolaitians, who sought the corruption of the flesh with any abuses—against him 
turned mainly the staff of the Asklepieion, who lost the patients, whom Saint Antipas treated free 
of charge. Thus, he was led to martyrdom on April 11, 83, or according to others, 85 A.D. After 
the firing [baking] of his body by the pagans in a red-hot bronze bull effigy, the Christians of 
Pergamon buried his relics in the church of the city, where the gathering was held in honour of 
his memory. Miraculous myrrh gushed from his grave, and that is why, in the hymns of his 
service, he is called “Myrrh-gusher.” 


Saint Antipas is honoured in many parts of Greece, characteristically called Dontas.1 In 
Pergamon, the ancient sanctuary of the Egyptian gods' Isis, Serapis and Anubis was converted 
into a Christian temple in his honour and that of Apostle John the Theologian. His temples exist 
in Lesvos and Naxos, Sinai, Cyprus, etc. His icons are also known in Sinai (end of the 12th 
century), Cyprus, Athens, etc. Pieces of his relics are kept both in Patmos (part of his skull). in 
the monastery of Dionysius of Athos (his right hand), in the metropolitan church of Mytilene, in 
the holy monastery of Panahrantos in Andros ([a piece of the skull that exudes myrrh) and in the 
Church of the School of Dentistry (Athens).2 In the hagiological texts of the Orthodox Church, 
ancient and new, many of his miracles are mentioned. 


2. The Holy Temple. 


In 1965, after continuous efforts by the then-full professor of 
Stomatology, the late Orestis Ath. Louridis, the Panhellenic 
Dental Association, decided to proclaim Saint Antipas as 
patron of Greek Dentists and the Dental Associations of the 
Country, establishing the solemn celebration of his memory. 
The relationship of the Dentists of Greece with Saint Antipas 
also extended to Cyprus. 


At the expense of Professor Orestis Louridis, the small but 
beautiful Church of Agios Antipas was built on the grounds 
of the School of Dentistry in the locale Goudi in Athens. The 
church, built in Byzantine style and has a dome, was painted 
by an excellent student of Foti Kontoglou, G. Hochlidakis. In 
the 1990s, on the roof of the church's exonarthex, the 
Prophets and the ancient Greek philosophers—a common 
theme in Orthodox churches—were painted by a saintly monk as predicting the coming of Christ 
[Dionysios of Fourna]. The church is honoured in the name of Saint Prodromos, Saint John the 
Theologian and Saint Antipas. During the 1980s, Saint Orestes of Tyana, also a physician, was 


added by the vicar and the Commissioners to the Saints because the founder, Professor Louridis, 
bore his name. The purpose of this Church and its operation are determined by the Regulation 
(#60) of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece. 


The church was inaugurated on May 25, 1975, and officially began operating as the second 
university church of the University of Athens after the Presentation of the Virgin Mary, 
Kapnikarea. The Church spiritually belongs to the Holy Archdiocese of Athens. 


The Church has been operating for 42 years as an informal parish, developing its devotional, 
preaching and pastoral work within and outside the university family. Particular emphasis was 
given to preaching, pastoral, and catechetical work for the spiritual edification of incoming 
academics, students, Greeks, foreigners, and pilgrims. In the autumn of 1975, Thursday evening 
meetings were established to discuss theological, liturgical, and historical topics and public 
dialogue. This effort has been expanded by posting speeches and discussions on the Agios 
Antipas Internet Forum. 


However, philanthropic activity is addressed too. The contribution of the Agios Antipas Ladies 
and Gentlemen Association, founded by Professor Louridis in 1975 and is active to this day, is 
vital in this direction. 


See Fr. George D. Metallinos, Hymnological Texts of the Holy Hieromartyr Antipas, Athens 
2002. 


NOTES 


1. Hpmtompeopitepos Pempyiog MetaAaAnvoc, «META TIIXSTEQS KAI ATAITHS», 
EKAOZEIZ OPOOAOEOX KYWPEAH, 2017, pp. 45-50. 

2. St. Antipas is recognized as the patron saint of dentists and those suffering from dental 
issues. This unique patronage stems from a hagiographical account in which St. Antipas 
supposedly had his teeth violently extracted during his martyrdom, drawing a connection 
between his suffering and dental ailments. 

3. The jaw is in the Great Lavra Monastery of Mt. Athos. Relics are also found in the 
Monasteries of Dionysios, Karakallos and Zografos on Mt. Athos; Proussos Monastery in 
Evritania; Patras Nursing Home; the Monastery of Chrysopigi of Divri; and the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


The Holy University Church of St. Antipas in Goudi, Athens 


The Holy Church of St. Antipas in the Outer Corner of Santorini 
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Founded in 2011 and inaugurated in 2019, the Holy Church of Agios Antipas in the area of the 
village of Ethia Monofatsi, Crete 
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Saint Antipas Orthodox Church, Moscow 
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Church of St. Antipas Suzdal, Russia (1745) 
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St Antipas church in Vologda. 
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Antipas roasted alive in a “copper steer,’ AD 95 


Apolytikion in the First Tone 

The celebrated hierarch and Pergamum's first prelate, the fellow-contestant of Martyrs and most 
divine myrrh-streamer, ye faithful, come let us honour now wise Antipas, who truly is a great 
and swift healer of severely afflicted teeth, and cry to him with our whole soul: Glory to Christ 
that hath glorified thee. Glory to Him that hath crowned thee. Glory to Him that worketh 
healings for all through thee. 


Kontakion in the Plagal of the Fourth Tone 

Unto the hierarch and renowned Great Martyr of the Lord, to the most excellent protector of all 
Pergamum, unto him that cast our common foe down in ruin, unto Antipas let us sing praises as 
is due, for he healeth them that suffer from afflicted teeth. Let us cry with love: Rejoice, O 
thrice-blessed Father. 


